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2 COR. iv. 5. 


Fo or we preach not our ſelves, but 


Cbriſt Jeſus the Lord; 


our ſelves your ſervams 


for 
e 155 et e = 


My 
0 9 


086 may refer to, becauſe it has 


C S 1 
— 5 
—.— 
Miniſters of Chriſtianity, meaning thoſe of 
the Proteſtant Profeſſion, and particularly of 
the Church of England, from the Imputation 
of preaching up themſelves; that is; ſeeking 


their own Worldly Glory, Intereſt” and Ad- 5 
vantage, or claiming to themſelves any undue 
Powers, Privileges, Pre. eminence . or Autho- 


rity. And in order thereto, I endeavour d to 


thew, 2 Tun we do not claim to c our ſelves 
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and 


7” 5 N a former Diſcourſe * on theſe 
Of, - TR ( which 1 preſume 1 


| 155 been made Publick) T under- 
'took to Vindicate the preſent 
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SR TEES. Go GREET 
3 _ or Coercive Power or Juriſdiction. 
 _ 2dly. That we do not pretend our ſalves to be 
det from che Temporal Power, or tha 
deither our Perſons or Actions, as Qergy- men, 
al ke not ſubject to the Inſpection and Cogni- 
Zance, to the Direction and Government of the 
Civil Magiſtrate. 3dly. That we do not 
preach up ſuch Doffrines as have been invented 
meerly to bring Gain, or Power, or Honour to 
dur ſelves. 4%; "That we do not affect a 
Doninion over Mens Minds and Gonſeiences, any 

more than over their Bodies and Effates, nor 
require an Implicit Faith or Blind Obedience 
from them. Theſe Claims, Practices, and Do- 
ctrines ſeemed to me to be the principal Things 
on which ſuch an Imputation could fairly de 
grounded: And J hope I have ſufficiently ſhewn 
__ that we are clear and free from Blame m theſe 
Marters, and that None can juſtiy day any of 
theſe Things to our Charge. 
There are ſome other Things, indeed, from 
which Unreaſonable and Evil-minded Men 
may take occafion to reproach us as preaching 
wp our ſelves; which we do not pretend to diſ- 
don or deny, but do freely confeſs and ac- 
Fnowledge. But then they are ſuch Things 
as, we preſume, we Rave good Warrant for: 
And tho ſome may from gthence take occaſion, 
yet we think we do not thereby give them any 
Juſt reaſon to charge us with preaching up our 
Jelves. I ſhall give Inſtances in the following 
Partieulars, which will take in the principal 
Things of this Kind; we ©  _ \ 
5 5 | 455. N | | 8 7 | Þ We 
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an Adviſer or Reprover in this Audience; 7 ihe 


proper Occaſions, {peak great Things con- 


cerning the W ** uu bee of 


a our Tunsen. 151 aff 14 


"i We a0 aſſert the Dili e as _ as the "Ih 


Dignity, of our Office; and do teach, That 


it is not common or free for every One to 
.. Exerciſe at pleaſure, without being duly _ 


Call'd and Ordain d to it, as well as ee 
Re fas ar it. 


m. We < alſo tun, That, Yor. 1 lake of 
our Office, a ſuitable Regard and W 


of W we to Us. 


N ow altho' we mb nd kl all 


this, yet we ſtill plead Not Guilty of preaching |} 
our ſelves ; and we think it were very unreaſon 


able and unjuſt to lay that odious Imputation 
upon us, on any of theſe Accounts. And this 


is what 1 beg leave, on this Occaſion, 


to endeavour more particularly to ſnew. And 
1 would willingly hope that this Attempt will 


not be thought altogether Unſuitable - .the 
Occaſion, or 4 the Preacher; who, 


tho he could not think it proper for him to be 


preſumes he may have leave to be an 4 


for that Sacred Order into which (tho — 5 
worthy) he has had the Honour to be ad- 


* * 


mitted, 


L We do 3 _ aſe our Pe and, upon 


I. Hi then: We think we are not juſtly 
chargeable with preaching up our ſelves,” tho? 
we do magmfie our Office, and, upon occaſion, 
ſpeak great Things of the Excellency and Dig- 
nity of our Holy Function. | 

We conceive we have Authority, both Divine 
and Human, ſufficient to bear us out in this 
Matter. But we need not have recourſe to 
TR WI ns 
+ lIency and Dignity of our Miniſtry. It will be 
„ more unexceptionable, in this and all other 
ſuch Caſes, to make the Holy Scriptures our 
| Rule, and to ſpeak as the Oracles of God. 
And there are excellent and glorious Things 
| enow ſpoken of our Office, in Scripture, to 
give a great and noble Idea of it. 
Beſides the proper Names reſpectively be- 
longing to each particular Order, as Apoſtle, 
Biſhop, Elder or Presbyter . ( which now, by 
cContraction, we call Prizff) there are other 
general Titles and figurative Appellations 
given in Holy Writ to the Miniſters of the 
| Goſpel. Some of theſe, indeed, may ſeem to 
import no more than an Obligation to Labour 
and Diligence, and not to give any great Ad- 
Vantage to our Character, or any high Idea of 
{ / our Office; As, when we are called Miniſters 
or Officers, and Servants, Labourers in God's 


3 


k / 


Husbandry, and in his Harveſ#. But if it be 

c -confiderd whoſe Miniſters and Servants we are 
|, Ffaid to be, and whoſe Companions in Labour, 
| namely, the Servants and Miniſters of o 


==) | a 18 8 6 


l Vindicated, 


and Criſt, * Labourers together with: God, md. 
+ Worker's together with Chrift ;, this alters the 
Caſe, and evidently TOON great Honour 2 0 
Dignity. Lt IF, 1 2015721 654 
riss true, St. Paul, in the Text, 1 in 
| great Civility, call himſelf the Corinthians 
SERVANT, for Jeſus ſake. But it is; I be- 
lieve, the only Inftance of ſuch a way of ſpeak- 


ing: And in other Places he diele ex 


of plains what he means by it; namely, not that 
he was properly their Servant, but that he had 
voluntarily made himſelf ſo, by {ome — — 
ſions and Compliances; and particularl 
preaching to them the Goſpel 17 God Kah. 
without receiving that Maintenance from them 

which he had a Right to, and which he n, 

receiv d from oct Churches 1 

It: is the Obſervation of a very Learned and 

1 Writer, That whereas there are 


three Words in the New Teſtament tranſſa- 


« 0 ted Miniſter, (Ataxor@, "Frngimn,! T 
* the firſt moſt frequent, not one of them is 
given to the Apoſt les, with relation to the 
« Church or People. Tou ſhall never, (ſays 
« he) find them call'd Miniſters of the 
« Church, which is ſo frequent with us; but 
„ either Miniſters of God or of Chrift, or 
6e Miniſters of. that which they miniſter, as 

2 NINE of the New Aba 4 of the 
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* Cor. ili. 9. * + on 1 i Cor. ix. 19. 
C 2 Cor. xi. i ** Ar. Modes 1 Book 1. AH 5. 
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4 Goſpel; but not Miniſters of them to whoſe 
& dent they miniſter. There is indeed 
one (and I think bur — Exception to this, 
| which ſeems to have eſcaped the notice of this 

excellent Author; but that will not much 
diminiſh the force of the general Obſervation, 


and poſſibly that ſingle Paſſage might fairly 


be conſtrued in a ſenſe agreeable to it. How. 


ever, certain it is, the Titles generally given 
in the New Teſtament to the Miniſters of te 


|  Golpel;:with relation to the Church or People, 
6 are (Me oe rec, "Hyswper, Tlouſpes, 'ETioxoTot,” 1. E. 


| Preſidents or Perſons ſet ouer them in the Lord 

Rulerr or Guides, Paſtors, Inſpectors or Over- 
ſeere f of them; which, inſtead of Subjection 

or Servility, plainly denote 2 Pre-eminence _ 

5 Superiority. 

But to pebeged: -Therwinns hes Titles ind 
Appellations,” which as they ſuppoſe: Care and 


Diligence, becauſe they import à great Truſt, 


ſo they carry in them undeniable Characters of 
great Excellency and Dignity in the Miniftry : 


| Such are the Titles of Stewards of Gad and 


of his My and I Ambaſſadors fon or in 

f \Chrift, - Io theſe: we may add the 
Title of Angels FF, given ro the Byſbops' of 
the Seven Churches of ; which may 
reaſonably be underſtood to imply as well the 


5 1 Digni *” . b eb of their 3 


„ ti. ——_— —_— _— —_— —— — 


* eier. + 1 Theſſ. v.13. 1 Tim. v. 17. 
Hebr. Xii. 17, 24. 1 Pet. v. 2. As xx. 28, GW. 


| Tit. i. 7, 1 Cor.iv. 1. 2 Cer. u. 26. 
FF Rev, chop. ll. & 111, ; e 
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"Fi ther Vadtcated, 8 
28 their . Difine Miffion and Authority. And 
it ought not to ſeem ſtrange that this Title is 
Senf to the Miniſters of the Goſpel. For 
what the Apoſtle, in His Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
| ſpeaks of bite may For truly be faid of. 
them; Are they not ſent forth to 2 to thoſe | 
who all be Heirs 0) 78 ads 2 Hebrii 14. 
It muſt not be Alenia that ſome of tlie 
pee eig Characters, in the ſtrictneſs of their 
Signification, may {bin to belong properly * 
and peculiarly to the Apoſtles, and their fir 
and immediate Succeſſors in the e to 
whom the Goſpel was firſt commu:· 
nicated, and who were put in tr xTheſf.i wu, By: 
with it, (as St. Paul ſpeaks?) and r 
ſent to "preach 'or publiſh 1 it, before ever it was 
committed t Writing, and when it could nod 
otherwiſe be known, but from them. Un- 
doubtedly they were; in the ſtricteſt and moſt 
emphatical ſenſe, Stewards' 'of the NN ies * 
God, and Ambaſſadors for Chrift, 
But yet, on the other ſide, it cannot, W. 
ot the greateſt Perverſeneſs, be denied, that 
theſe and ſuch- like Characters, tho they were 
primarily given, and may, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 
moſt properly belong to the Apoſtles, and thoſe 
who were God's firſt Inſtruments in planting and 
eſtabliſhing Chriſtianity in the World ; yet, in 
a larger ſenſe, they are truly applicable, and 
may in proportion be given, to all the ſuc- 


ceeding, and fo tothe N Minifters of the 
Goſpel. * 
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Tx 4 . r | = | x 
. : - % : : . * 


10 EE The. C LE RGY 
For tho we are not Stewards. of the N 
ries of God and (hriſt, in the ſame ſtrict 12 nſe 


as they to whom they were firſt communicated 


and committed, eſpecially ſince theſe. Myſte- 
ries. have not been deliver down in Truft 
to Us only, (for, by the good Providence and 
Direction of God, they were ſoon put in Wri- 
ting, and in every Ones Power to know, and 
be acquainted with z) yet we are fo far Ste- 
ards and Diſpenſers of them, that it is our Of- 


fice and Charge, and we are put in Truſt and 


Commiſſion publickly, and anthoritatively to 
declare and B forth, to open and ex- 
plain them 15 Men, and to reprove and con- 
vince the corrupters or Gainſayers of them. 


Tho, ſince the glad Tidings of Salvation by 


Chriſt, and the Terms of Reconciliation be- 

twixt God and Man, have been recorded in 
the Books of the New Teſtament, (which are, 
or ougbt to be, in every One's hands) we 
are not God's Ambaſſadors in the ſame preciſe 


Notion as they who were firſt commiſſion'd 


and ſent to propoſe theſe glad Tidings and 
Terms to the World; yet we are ſo far An- 
bafſadors for Chrift *, 2 the Apoſtle ſpeaks) 

that it is our Buſineſs to pray Men in Chrift's 
fad, and perſwade them in his Name and 
by his Authority, to embrace theſe Tidings, 
and to cloſe with theſe Terms, and ſo to be 
reconciled to God. So that, as a + Learned 


Man expreſſes e bY the Apoſtles v were more 


n — an”- _— — 
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* ; 2 Cor. v. 20. "F Dr. - Barrow, Vol. 1. Serm. 12. 
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| © properly God's Anbaſſadors, yer the preſent 
“ Miniſters of Religion are at leaſt his Agents 


| © 20d Refderes here among Mien, defigned to 
| < "purſue the ſame Negotiations, which were 


« 'commenced or begun by them. 


: known the Way of Salvation to the World; 
ö yet ſince it is our Office to Inſtruct, and Guide, 


_ is * - 5 _ - | 7 | 9 
1 and Direct Men in it, to Reclaim and Convert 
) 


Sinners from the Error of their Ways, and to 
Exhort and Perſwade Thoſe who are in the 

; right Way, to perſevere and continue therein: 
Since we are appointed by Divine Authority 


to help forward the great Deſign of God in 
the Goſpel, namely, the Salvation of Men, 
(as far as Inſtruction, and Perſwaſion, and ad- 
miniſtring to Men the Means of Grace, can 
do it;) and fince it is our great Employ 
to carry on that very Work which was be- 
gun by our Bleſſed Saviour, to ſeek and 
to ſave that which was loſt, and F to call 
Sinners to Repentance : We may, without any | 


A Abuſe of the Terms, ſtile ourſelves Workers 
) together with God and Chriſt ; and may very 
7 juſtly be faid to || ſave thoſe that hear us, 


and ſubmit to our Guidance and Miniſtry, 
” | as well as the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of 
4 Chriſtianity. We are, under God and Chriſt, 
7 the Inſtruments and Means of Mens Salvation; 
4 and They were no more. And if we he faithful 


1 9 Pg - 
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5 | 
in the diſcharge of our Office; if we teach 1 
| 3 ie e eee 5 1 FERN 2 51 7 Hf e 2 | 7 
* „ f 820 as, i — e eee 1 5 
F Luke xix. 10, oF Matth. ix. 13. | 1 Tim. iv. 16. | f 
eee 2 Men 4 


Men to obſerve whatſozuer God has cammanded 
us; i we do not corrupt the Herd ef God, 
but peak the Truth at it is in Jeſus 3, we 

may truly "ay of ourſelves, , as they did of 
themſelves, We are unto God a ſmeet. Javour 

ef Cbriſt, in then that are ſaved, and in them 
that periſbl. To the one we are the ſavour 
ef death., unto death; and to the other, the 

avour. f hife unto fe, 2 Cor. ii. 1, 16. 
And now, what higher and more honour- 
able Buſineſs can mortal Men be imploy d in? 

What Office can really be of greater Excel- 
lency and Dignity, than to be the Miniſters 

and Meſſengers; of God to Men, for their 

Spiritual and Eternal Good 2, to be His An- 
Baſſadors or Agents to tranſact and treat with 
Men about Things of the higheſt Importance, 
to wit, the Terms of their Peace and Recon- 

cCiliation with God ? to be ſet over Men in 
ehe Lord, to be appointed by Him to watch 
for Mens Souls, to be their Rulers or Guides 

in Things pertaining to God, and to be his In- 
ſtruments in promoting and procuring their 

Fe Welfare and Happineſs? 
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but invidious, and have been abuſed and per- 


i 


= Hindicated: LY „ 

Sa, 5 Some, to the prejudice of G vid Go. 

| verament ;/1.conceive it is better to ſtop here, 

5 and to content ourſelves with what is f poken 

1 Scripture concerning our Office and Mi- 

Þ niſtry z which, we fee, is abundantly ſuffi- 

cient, to how the tranſcendent. Exce cler 3 

| 1 0 come therefore home to our Pont: of 
MW Shall we be faid to preach up our ſelves, or 

| ſhall it be imputed. to us that we ſeek only our 

ö _ own Wer kale: Glory or. Intereſt, becauſe we 

. have a juſt Regard to our Miniſtry, and do 

3 ſometimes magnifie. and ſpeak great Things "We 

T of that Office of which ſuch glorious and 

- excellent Things are ſpoken, and to which 

1 ſuch honourable Titles and Appellations are 

given by the Spirit of God, in Scripture? 


7 

- _ . Should we not, on the contrary; be un- 

{ worthy of this high and heavenly Calling, | 
if we had not a. juſt Value and Eſteem for it 5 | 
5 Shou'd we not rather be accounted Betrayerrs 
Y of our Truſt, and Unfaithful to God whom © |} 
r we have the Honour to ſerve ix the Goſpel ll 


of Bis Son, if we ſuffer d our Miniſtry to be | 
Ridicul'd and Run down, without ſpeaking, | 
what he has Authorized us to tpeak, in us | 
Defence, . and did not, upon all juſt Occa- | 
I 

| 


of it? And have there not been too gut 


| Occaſions given for us to make this the Sub- 


J- 

d 

d il 45 
5 ſions, Aſſert the real Excellency 20; Dignity. 
4 
le 

ſe ject of our 1 ſometimes, when we 


have been repreſented as an Order of Men: 


i of 90 ee and n account thap thoſe = 
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we call Pariſb- Clarte; hen our Office” has 


been made a Bye-word and a Reproach, and 


that among ſuch as would take it ill to be 
numbred with David's or Solomon's Fools, or 
counted either Unbelievers ' or Irreligious I 
and when Preaching, Praying, adminiſtring 
the Sacraments, every Part of our Oo 3 
Function, have been made the Subject of 
Rallery and Ridicule, and ſuch light and 
ludicrous Images and Compariſons have been 
drawn of them, as it would be a Profana- 


tion of this Place particularly to recite? 
SBiurely, none that call themſelves Chriſtians, 


J had almoſt faid, no ingenuous or ſerious 


Deiſts, (if any ſuch” Creatures there beY 


none that have any Senſe of a Deity and Re- 
 ligion, can blame us for Vindicating the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of our Miniftry, after - 
| ſuch juſt Provocations given; provided we 
do not ftretch ourſelves cyond our Line, and 
 magnifie our Office beyond Meaſure, or claim 
to ourſelves any undue Power or Pre-eminerice 
in virtue of it. 

If it ſhall be ſaid, That there are Some 
among us, who, in virtue of our Sacerdotal 
Office, contend for ſuch Powers and Prero- 
gatives as God hath either not given at all 
zo Men, or ſuch as belong'd' only to him who 
was the Son of God as well the Son of Man, 
or were granted to no others but the Apoſtles 
and firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity : Or if 
it ſhall be obje&ed, That Some, (not content 


1 n 1 n and Titles as the 


Scriptures 


Fruriber Vindicated. 15 
Scriptures give to the Miniſters of the 


— 


7 


Soſpel) affect to. ſtile themſelves Princes, 
| Regents, and Sovereigns in Spirituals, and 
wou'd ſeem to Vie with the Kings and 
Rulers of the World, and aim at à Pre- 
eminence and Authority like to Theirs, when 
our Bleſſed Lord ſeems to have caution'd 
the Apoſtles, againſt ſuch Aims. The An- 
ſwer to all this, is, That we are not con- 
cern'd to vindicate ſuch Perſons, who have 
fo far miſtaken, or departed from the No- 
tions generally receiv'd amongſt P roteſtants, 
but muſt leave them to get clear of the Imputa- 
tion of preaching up themſelves, as well as they 
can. And yet thus much I would beg leave 
to ſay, That | conſidering how greatly our 
Function hath. been diſparaged and depreſſed 
by ſome. Writers, it ought not to ſeem ſo 
great a Wonder; and it may be ſome ex- 
tenuation of the Fault, if (by an immode- 
rate Uſe of the Counterpoiſe) ſome Other: 
have raiſed and exalted it as much, and 
been tempted to carry the Matter too far 
the other way. It is a very nice and diffi- 
cult thing to keep a. true Mean; it is the 
common | Intirmity of Mankind, and it may 
very eaſily be the Misfortune of a well- 
meant Zeal, to run from one Extreme to the 
But however this be, ſo long as we make 
the Holy Scripture our Rule, and attribute 
or aſſume no more to ourſelyes as nn. 5 
| | , " 
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6 of Chriſt; than' what” we af Dain S 
do b) that Otigina! Charter of the Chri- 


tian Church ; 1 preſume we may be allow 
f to Vindicate and magnifie_ our 0 
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per Occaſtons, without [2 thy thong to 
ones: ves, off ttt Account. 
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= Cert I We. thabeile: ud} ute not juſtty ob ⸗ 
* e or liable to chat Tnip Uttien tho 


we do aſſert the Diſfinion, as Felt 2s Dix 


= of our. C Office; and do teach, That 1 


is not common or free for every Man 5 


Exereiſe at pleaſure, without being duly Called 
and Ordath'd o it, as well as Ge 
Tor it ien, 5 & £5 =& 4 


13 itt of 03 


That meer Gifts ard Abilities. tho“ Heve 


0 extraordinary and miruculors, Were not 
thought ä ſufficient Warrant” for tire Exer. 
ereiſe of the, Miniſtry, in che Beginnitig of 


Chriſtianity, Without a ſolemn Separation” and 
Appointmetit (thereto, is very plain from 
Seriptire; and the Btadice of our Saviour 
and his „And there is no Reaſon 
to be given; why ſuch 4 Separation thowlfl 
not be as neceſſary now, but what will hold 
any Miniſtry at All. 
But tho che Seriptutes were not ſo Full 
and clear, yet Reaſon itſelf might ſatisfie us in 


this Caſe. F or there is nothing more incofl- 
ſiſtent with Decency and Order, ( which, ture, 
Are as neceſſary in Sacred as well as Secular 
5 than for Men to e the Pub- 


n Wt lick 


7 » K WW. 


Me have of Ours, which is Divine ? Does 
any but an Enthuſiaſt or a Mad-man think 
he has a Right to take upon him any Office 

Civil or Military, without being regularly 

Ware! | Tb 
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lick Offices in any Society or Community, 


meerly becauſe they think themſelves t for 


them. No Society, no Community, Eccleſia- 


ſtical or Civil, could even ſubſp under ſuch 


Diſorder and Confuſion. Beſides, The very 
Notion of an Ofice, includes a diſtinct Power 


and Authority, as well as a peculiar Buſineſs 
and Truft., and therefore, to ſay that the 


Miniſters or Officers in the Chriſtian Chureh 


have no Power but what every other Chri- 
ſtian may ordinarily and | lawfully exerciſe, 


: (as the Maligners and Deſpiſers of Us and 


our Miniſtry do) is all one as to fay there 


are no ſuch Officers, or that all are Officers ; 


which are both very great Abſurdities, con- 


trary to Reaſon as well as Scripture, incon- 
_ . fiſtent with the Norton, and, in their Con- 
' ſequences, deſtructive of the very Being, of 
JJ 8 
Hlave we not great reaſon then to Aſſert | 
the Dit inction of our Office? And ſhall we be 
charged with preaching up our ſelves, for inſiſt- 


ing upon a regular Separation and Appoint- 


ment thereto, and declaring againſt an irre- 


gular Intruſion into it? Have not Men the 
fame Notions and Sentiments with regatd 


to Civil Offices and Places of Truſt and Au- 


thority, tho but of Human Inſtitution, as 


. . a ; ; 
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et 


-* choſen; appointed, or commiſſion'd there- 


to? And wou'd they who have the Ho- 


nour to bear any ſuch Offices, be cenſur d 
as ſeeking only their own Intereſt or Glory, 


for oppoſing ſuch an Uſurpation? Woud 
they not rather be commended, as vindica- 
ting the Honour and Authority of that 
Higher Power by whoſe Commiſſion they 
act? And why may not We, who have 
our Commiſſion from God and Chriſt, ex- 
pect the Favour, or rather the Juſtice, 
of a like equitable Conſtruction of our 
J 8 

Nay, farther, In ſome meer Profeſſions 
and Trades, which carry no proper Autho- 
- rity with them, but only require Si and 
Ability, 1s it not generally thought moſt 
reaſonable that every One ſhould | not be 
allow'd to practiſe them at pleaſure, but on- 
ly fuch as have been educated and train d 
up to them? Are there not Proviſions 
made by Laws, ſometimes, in that behalf? 
Are not Men regularly -licens'd and admit- 
ted to practiſe ſome. of them? And can 
They be juſtly blamed, as unduly ſeeking 
their own Advantage only, who defire to 
have ſuch good Orders and: wiſe Regulations 
Now, where is the Hurt, where is the 
Iniquity of it? Or is it any thing but what 
is meet and right, if this be more ſtriftly 
inſiſted on with regard to our Holy F * 


— — — — ——— 2 


Faber V indicated. 19 
And why ſhou'd We, above all other Men, 
be liable to any unkind and odious Impu- 
tations, for declaring againſt any irregular 

Uſurpations of our Miniſterial Office, which; 
as it is of Divine Inſtitution, ſo, if duly 
conſidered, is of as great Excellency and Dig- 
nity in itſelf, of as great Moment and Im- 
rtance to Mankind, and requires as great 
Abilities to be eminent and ſhine, and make 
à Figure in it, as any other Function or Pro- 
J 2: ooo 35077 5168 
« It may not be unworthy of a ſhort Remark 
here, That our chief Adverſaries and Oppo- 
nents, in this Point, are the Enthuſiaſts and 
f Free- thin ters. Theſe are the Men that main- 
tain there is nothing in the Miniſterial Office, 
} but what is every Chriſtian's Buſineſs, and 
4 what may be done as well, and with as much 
Authority, by any Man that is able to do it, 


+ SF * 2 I 


9 as by a Miniſter lawfully Calld and Ordain d; 
5 and that it would be as well for the Chriſtian 
8 World, if there were neither Biſhop, Prieſt, 
nor Deacon in it. It is very probable, that 
. mn | 2 
they who call themſelves Free- thinkers, would 
eſteem it no Reproach to be compared with 
5 Corah and his Company, whom they may 
4 look upon as a Set of brave, gallant Spirits, 
that ſcorn'd to be Prieſt-· ridden. But to give 
bk into the Opinions and Sentiment of Quakers, 
A of Fanatics properly ſo calld, and - Enthuſt- 


7 aſts, this does not ſeem to agree ſo well with 
v4 their Character, who would be thought the 
: C 2 4 fartheſt 


this Cauſt are they 


20 "The 0 LE R G r 
fartheſt that can be from Einaticifel or EA 
thuhaſm, and ſtem ready to forego Al: Piety 
or Religion, that they may ire any ſueh Im- 
putation. This may took like a ſtrange: kind 
of Symbolizing : But the Myſtery of it is no 
mort than this, That what may be tlie Ef. 
fect of pure Thtorance in moſt. Enthuſiaſts, 
perhaps of Pride in ſome, ſeems to be down- 
right Spite and Malice in 'Free-thinkers WhO 
having no. Kindneſs at all for Religion, eſpe- 
1 cially that which we call Reveal' Religi- 
on, will take any Part whatſoever; againſt 
N Mmiſtry, which is God's chief Inſtru- 
ment in preſerving and promoting it. For 
fo: maliciouſſy voy again 
Us, and ſeem to Hate us right 1 
tho: we wers their | greateſt Bne mies. 
But to return: It would probably he 5 
font by theſe Men, That tho our Office 
ſhould be diſtindt, not common or free for 
any Man to exerciſe at pleaſure, without a 
regular Appointment thereto; yet why do 
we engroſs and confine this Power of 3 
rating and Otdaining Miniſters to ozr ſelves ? 
To which the plain Anſwer is this; That 
we think it very evident, even from Holy 
Scripture, as well as the ſubſequent Practice 
of the Chriſtian Church, that his was the 
ordinary Way in which the Author of our 
Religion intended the Miniſtry ſhould be 
|  eontinued. It is not to our preſent Purpoſe 


uy f to determine which of the . Orders 


L136 OT. 


1 


or Degrees of Miniſters this Power is lodgd 
With, or what may be done in exptaordinary 
Emergences and Caſes of Neceſſity. But 
that in general the Miniſtry was ordinarily 
to continue itſelf in this Methods wWe con- 
ceive to be as clear, as that it was to be 
continued at all, or that there was to be any 
Vifbl Church. Nay, it ſeems moſt agreea- 
ble to Reaſon, and the Nature of the Thing, 
that the Candidates for Admiſſion into any 
Profeſſion, ſhould be Tried and Admitted'by 
thoſe. of the ſame | Profeſſion, -eſhorially by 
ſuch as are moſt eminent in it. This is 
what is done in other Profeſſions of the 
greateſt Note: And if there were no more 
to be ſaid for our Right of Ordainiag or Se- 
parating, and Admitting Men ta th Mimiſtry, 
than this, (tho there is a great deal mo 
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| is, a eat deal more) 
it were ſufficient to juſtific us in pleading 
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III. We truſt all unprejudiced Perſons will 

acquit us from the Charge of preuching up 
ourſelves,” tho we do teach, That, for the ſae 
of our Office, à ſuitable Regard and Roeve- 
renes is due to us. This is à Tribute due, 

of 'Courſe, to ſuch as bear any Office of Im- 
portance and Dignity, and is readily enough 

paid to others, and therefore is very unj 


7 refus'd or grudg d with reſpect to w. . 
fides Obedienee and Submiſſion to the Mini- | 
ſters of the Goſpel, as Perſons ſet ober Men 
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moſt | beneficial to Men, being the 


tice, or deliberately deny the 
verence due to them for the ſake thereof, 
except ſuch as have very little Senſe or Know- 


| and diſparage the Miniſters of it; unleſs, 


in the Lord, to be their Guides and Gover- 
nours in Spiritual Things, the Scripture teach- 
es Men to eſteem them alſo, and that. very 


1 


Theſſ.v. 12, 13. And certainly, if any Work, 


any Office deſerves the higheſt Eſteem and 
Love, it is that of the Sacred Miniſtry; 
which, as it was founded by the higheſt Au- 


thority, namely, of God and Chriſt, and is 
converſant about Matters of the greateſt Im- 
portance and Excellency, to wit, Things per- 
vice ; ſo it is, in its End and 11 the 

rdinary 
unto Salvation, and to guide and conduct 


them in the Way that leads to Life Ever- 


laſting. So that however Men may be car- 


ried with the Stream of general Cuſtom and 


Faſhion, to ſhew too little Eſteem and Re- 
gard for the Miniſters of Religion, in their 
outward Pradtice or Behaviour; yet in their 


inward 7 dements and Conſciences none can 


ravely deſpiſe or think n of er — 
egard and Re- 


ledge, or as little Belief or Eſteem of the 


Things about which it js converſant.  - Men 


muſt either be ſunk below, or ſet againſt all 
Religion, who can in good earneſt ' deſpiſe 


* 


with 
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ffiuiber \Vindicated, 23 
with the hogs, nc they think themſelves 
fo 1 as to be got beyond all outward 
Religion, and to be above all Ordinances and 
Means of Grace. If our Office were no other 
than an Human Inſtitution; if our Miniſtry 
were not from Heaven, but of Men only ; 
ſtill a great Regard and Reverence would be 
due to us on the Account of it. How much 
more, when our Office is of Divine Appoint- 
ment, when we act by a Divine Commilſſion 
and Authority, and are not the Servants or 
Officers of Men, but Miniſters and Agents 
8 by Great God and our Saviour Jeſus 
Under this Head I would beg leave to 
take notice of the Way and Manner of ſome 
Perſons, who will profeſs a great Reverence 
and Veneration for our Order, and for the 
Good Men of it, ſuch as they reckon live 
and act up to their Character: But as for 
others, who they judge do not ſo, they ſeem 
to think themſelves at liberty, or rather o- 
big d, to expoſe all ſuch as much as they 
can, and treat them with the utmoſt Scorn 
and Indignity. This, ſurely, is not altoge- 
ther | right; but the worſt of the Caſe is, 


_ .. theſe Men are uſually ſo nice and fo hu- 


- mourſome in the Matter, that there are few 
(very few, perhaps not twenty in ſuch a Na- 
tional Church as this) whom they count 
Good Men of our Order, and worthy of the 
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whatever Regard 

der in the e of it, we are 
but very little the better for it, and are ge- 
-nerally us d as deſpitefully and diſdainfully 
by them, as by our moſt open and avowed 
Enemies. Now, if theſe Perſons (who are 


'2 0 cautious of over-doing, in point-of Reve- 
rende and Regard to us) mean only that 


cannot have that inward, cordial Efteem 
Veneratiqn for a careleſs or vicious: Mi- 


= 


niſter, as for one that zaketh heed to himſelf 


and to his Doctrine, in all things ſbewing Him- 
ſelf a Pattern of good Works; they are de- 


ſired to remember, that neither GOD nor 
Man hath Tequired this at their Hands. But 
_ becauſe they cannot inwardly or equally. eſteem 
us all, it will not follow that therefore they 


have a Right openly to vilifie or > Dil- 
rel & or Contempt of any of us. 8 

The Duty of Men in this Caſe is plain 
enough, if they were willing to underſtand it. 


intolerably Bad, (of which ſort, we truſt, there 
are but — few) the Law it open, our Bi- 


- ſhops,” and other Eccleſiaſtical Ordinaries or 


Superiors, have their Juriſdictions and their 


Therefore, inſtead of treating us 

in general, with Contempt and Obloquy (as 
* doo uſual) lor” Men regularly” Preſent 2 
1229 Jo! * Accu - 


\ 


have for bun en- 


If any of us be notoriouſſy, ſcandalouſly, and 


- Courts, where we may be call'd to Account; 
and tis the Buſineſs of theſe Viſitations to 

-enquire into our Behaviour, as well as that 
of others. 


farther! Wiklidated, 286 
Accuſe ſuch of us as really deſerve it, before 
- our Superiors ; and Means will be found 
either to reform us and reclaim us from 
dur Faults, or elſe to remove us from our 
nn een eee, 
But if a Clergy-man be guilty onhy of 
Weakneſſes and Infirmities, (for we have 
this: great Treaſure or Truſt ' only in Eartben 
Veſſels, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, that is, We are 
but Men of like Paſſions! and Frailties witn 
Others, notwithſtanding the Grace that is 
given or the Favour that is done wato ug, 
in Calling Us to this High Office:) Or if 
2 Miniſter be guilty ef real Faults, and 
yet, as it may happen; Men are unwilling to 
nale him à public Example, or to proceed to 
Extremities againſt him; let them, for the 
ſake | of God and Religion, endeavour” to 
cover his Infirmities, and conceal thoſe Faults 
which they do not think flagrant” enough to 
be puniſned. And let them learn to diſtinguiſn 
betwixt the Miniſter and the Man, and paſſing 
by his Perfonal Frailties or Faults,” give him 
the Honour due to his ſacred Function and 
Office. This Diſtinction is not ſo very ſubtil 
or ſo purely ſpeculative, but that Men can 
eaſily apprehend it, and practiſe it too, in 
ſome other Caſes, particularly that of Magi- 
ferates.' And certainly, a due Concern for 
the Honour of God and Religion, (which 
muſt ordinarily ſuffer as much by the Reproacli 
of his Mini ſters, as that of a Prince and his 
R e Govern- 
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Government by the Contempt of his inferior 
Magiſtrates). would prompt Men to (dealt) 
s an.equal Tenderneſs in our Caſe; ©: -- | 
I would not be miſunderſtood here, as if 

1 were inſinuating that the Faults of us 


Clergy-men are leſs heinous or more excuſe- 
able than thoſe of other Men: I am afraid 


they are more inencuſable, and will bring a 


heavier Judgment upon us at the Great Day 


of Account. But the ſame may be ſaid of 


the F aults of other Perſons in Stations of 


Eminence and Superiority, who, the higher 


they are exalted, ought to be ſo much the 


greater Examples, as well as Inſtruments, of 
Sood to Mankind. And yet it cannot juſtly 
be inferr'd; from thence, that Men have a Right, 
on account of their Perſonal Faults, to with- 
hold from them the Honour and Reſpe ect due 
to their Stations, much leſs to ren them 


with Contempt and Indignity. 4 
But (to return from this, 1 hope bt very 


impertinent Digreſſion, to my inain Point) 


it may probably be thought. That tho 
there is à great Regard and Reverence due 
to Us, on the account of .our Office, yet it 


does not ſo well become Us to plead and 
contend for it; it looks too much like 
| E up. our ſelues, to inſiſt upon this 

oint, and we never find this done by Per- 
ſeons in other Places of Dignity and Autho- 
rity. To this, I preſume, it might with 
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ech to have a better ſenſe of their 1 Dicy | 
in other Relations, than they have with re- 
gard to the Mimi ers of Religion. But how- 
ever this be, the Anſwer 1 wou'd chuſe to 
give is this ; "That ſince it is our Buſineſs and 
our Charge, to inſtruct Men in the Nature, 
to ſhew them the Reaſons and Obligations, and 
— inh them to the Practice of every Duty 


onging to them in their ſeveral Relations; 


it would 'be a vitious Modeſty in us, and 
it were very unreaſonable to require” us, 
to be altogether ſilent concerning that Re- 


gard and Reverence which Holy Seripture 5 


as well as Reaſon, and the Nature: of the 
thing, ſhews to be due to Us. "Ep pecially, 
if ie be conſider'd, that ſuch Regard and 
Reverence are fondattientally neceſſary to the 
Succeſs of our Miniſtry ; and that it is im- 
_ for Men to profit and be edified by/ 
if we be deſpiſed or lightly eſteemed by 
Them. k is, in truth, as much for therr Own 
Good, as for any Advantage of Ours, that 
Men ſhould have a due Regard and Eſteem 
for Us. For without this, all that Ve can 
loſe, is only a little preſent Comfort and 
| Satisfaction, which may be made up to Us 
in the Inereaſe of our future Rewind but 
They 9 5 loſe all the Benefit which God 
_ defign'd+ by the Inſtitution of our Miniſtry, 


and may mw” RE” __— own — 
Salvation, 


3253S * | 11 
" 1 ” 


D 2 Ws, 


” 
F — 


2 28 The ENO 


— 


4 ot 
. LY 
& 
bo 
% 6, / 
444 © 
i4 25 FAS 
bd > 4 4 
»* 7 
187 
r 47 
3 is 
24% 
3&3 
. 
I Ry) 
$7.0 
3: 
” 
14: 38 
3 * 
Th 
Ts 4 
215 
s © 
1 
* 
17 
N br 
1 
£1 », 0 
9 7 1 
1 
* 
[81 5 1 
9. 
. 
1 1 
115 
JEM . 
447 
11 4 
. 
F 1 
6 h 
4F- 
11 99 
1 
o , 8 
* 
N 5 
1 * 
. 
TH 
29 * 
oi *% 
7 5 
D 
1 
114 ö 
. 
5 
4 
7 1 
47 Fd 
15 
* (4 
3 
| 1” 
- $2 * 
bY 
* 
1 
11 
9 
1 = k 
+ 81 
4 : . 
- 
Ky * 8 
+ 
LR 
28 
'+4 - 1 
1 1 
TI'S, 
% F 
0 
5 1 " 
_ 
= 
os | | 
4 * : 
7 
1 IF | 
a 
4 '$] 7 
z 
1 1 
H 1 
) #1 4 
VL 
1 . 
a 
3 X 
* 1 
11 
pr” * 
ſox 
1 5 
» 
ll 3, 
3 ; 5 
. \ 
3 
1 \ 
Kh 
| h 
WT 
_ 5; 
k 4 M2 
1 
N 4 
T8, & 
; n 
 +z& 
3 0 P 
; 4 
ö o 
— 
146) 
IF £4 
d 5 95 & 
& } d * 
1 
\ 4 , 
> Sy 8 Pu 
i 4 \ 


80 dat if our Office be either Neceſſary or 
Uſeful, to Men, (which cannot be Ke | 
without impeaching the Wiſdom of God in the 
Inſtitution of it, and .which none but Enthu- 
faſts or Enemies to all Religion will. deny) 
it is as neceſſary and uſeful that Men ſhould 
be; made ſenſible; of the Regard and Reverence 

is due to it. And nothing can be more 
E. and unjuſt, than to interpret 
our Preaching what: is: ſo neceſſary for the 
of Souls, and in the end conduces 
to⸗ Mens Eternal Welfare, to be only a 
preaching | 1p oun ſelves. Beſides, if Nen 
wou'd be perſwaded to conſider, | that the Re- 
gard or Contempt that is ſhewn to Us, for 
the ſake of our Office, is, in effect, ſhewn to 
Gods. and that He: Himſelf hath. expreſly 
declared He ſo takes and interprets; it, (in 
Pages of Scripture * ſo well knowyn, that 
need not ſtay to quote them) they wou d 
fn d themſelves, oblig d rather to give us 

Thanks, pt nk caſt. Reflections and | Reproaches 
upon us, for putting them in mind, ſome- 
times, of that Duty, the Neglect whereof is 
not only. a little preſent Diſcouragement and 
M.ourtification to Us, but tends to their Own 
Damnation and Deſtruction. For as God 
will undoybtedly.. vindicate his own Inſtitu- 
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b Things, can Men poſlibly be ſaved; whilt 
they diſregard and. deſpiſe the very Inftry- * 
monty: and Means of their Salvation? 
Thus, 1 have. fmiſhd what 1. Ed. 
. offer upon this Occaſion, in Vindication . 


endeavoured to keep a due Mean, and to 
avoid Extremes: And therefore, 1 hope, 
what has been ſaid, will be candidly unde. ; 
n and EW: conlider? 8: 0: 1 B 551 
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| The usk 1 ſhould with of All (if there 
: were Fune left for it) would be; Eien 
| 3.40 46.1 80 6808 * oe” 
2 wk To. encourage Us: not to We r 
Faint in our Minds, but to go on diligent- 
1y and cheerfully in fulfilling our Miniſtry, 
notwithſtanding the Calumnies and Contra- 
diction of Sinners - and Unbelievers; Our 
1.ord himſelf endured the ſame; and if they 
have reviled the Mater of the Houſbold, the 
Servants. muſt not expect better Treatment. 
It * is 4 ſmall Thing 5 to be judged of 
Ma. . and it oug aſe to give us no 
great Pain what Men dun or ſay of us, 
RA we can approve our ſelves! to God, 
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our Office and Order; in which 1 have 
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waſp? 5 great Reaſon, be aid to preach 


and el Deſigns, which are very unjuſtly 
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The CLERGY 
Here, but our Reward will be 28 greut in 
Heaven ; where (tho their Glory may ſome- 


times be diminiſh'd and obſcured in this 


World) + they that be Wiſe, [or partes] 
Pall - ſhine 48 55 brightneſs of the Firmament; 
and they that turn many to . a 


"the Stars for” ever and ever, 
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2. Aer Uſe of: . Vie digs been b fad; 
ſhould be, to engage others, not lightly y to 
ive heed to the malicious Suggeſtions and 
13 of Evil-minded Men againſt us, 
or to entertain ill Opinions and unreaſonable 
Jealouſies of us, as tho we preach d. and ſought, 


and meant nothing but our ſelves. And it 


might be hoped, "ho the People of this 
Land would look upon it as a freſb Obliga- 
tion upon them to eſteem and love their 
faithful Paſtors ; that God, by placing His 
Preſent Ma jEsTY on the Throne, and de- 


fratin — 5 the Ans Attempts of His Enemies to 


Him, hath once more deliver'd this 


| No n from the Power and Tyranny of the 


Biſhop of Rome and his Eocleſiaſtics; who 


themſetues, \\' Who do indeed aim to be 
Eris over God's: Heritage, and who are tru- 
Iy andi undeniably guilty of thoſe ambitious 
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. 


. 
» - 1 4 * W.. 
\ 


in general, eſpecially upon the true Prote- 


fart and Church-of-England Cle. 


But it is high time that I ſhould make 1 70 
way for the Buſineſs of the Day, and there: 


fore, inſtead of any farther Application, 
ſhall only pray, That both We, and the Peo- 
ple committed to our Charge, may duly con- 
ſider the great Dignity and Importance of our 

Office, that we may diſcharge it with Uncor- 


' ruptneſs, Gravity, And Sincerity,; and endes. 


vour in all Things to approve... our ſelves 
worthy. of ti high Aa. T ruſt; and that they, 
having a juſt Regard and Reverence for it, 


may receive that Edification and Benefit by it, 
for which it was inſtituted and appointed; 


ro 


ſo that at the Laſt Day, that Great Dey , 


VisITATION, When the Univerſal Head of 
the Church, the Great Paſtor. and Biſbop of 


b 13 . 


- 


our Souls, ſhall cite us to appear before his 


Tribunal, both we and they may be able to give 


ale; ToWhon, wih the FATHER anc 
he HoLy SPIRIT, be all Honour, Praiſe, 


o 


by 


2nd Glory for Evermore. Amen. 
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